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STUDENTS:
Researchers in our Partnership Settings 

Vishakha talks about her 
experiences of collecting data as  
a student research assistant for 
The Early Years Foundation Stage 
through the Daily Experiences of 
Children Project

It seemed like a wonderful 
opportunity to expand my 
knowledge and understanding of the 
importance of precise observations 
and how to evaluate them effectively. 
It enabled me to closely observe how 
the provision of teachers provided 
moulded the interests and play of 
children. I volunteered to take part 
because opportunities to be a part 
of a change do not come often, 
especially for first year students,  
so it felt like a privilege to be a part  
of national research. 

I had an observation paper, which 
already had the format provided with 
an example that I used to conduct 
the observation. Two key children 
were chosen and I followed the 
child around (from a distance) and 
observed them in play. Every five 
minutes I recorded what the child 
was doing and whether it was adult 
led or child initiated. Within the 
observation I also included whether 
the child seemed to be engaged. 

These observations took place 
every five minutes and one 
minute worth of an observation 
was recorded. 

It was very insightful to be able 
to specifically observe an 
individual child’s play process 
and how their interests 
changed throughout the 
day. It enabled me to 
understand the effects 
practitioners have on 
children’s development 
and understanding; 
it also enabled me 
to recognise that 
children’s interest 
plays a significant role 
in scaffolding their 
development. 
I would definitely 
participate again as the 
importance of 
continuous research is 
much more apparent 
now. The  experience 
provided enabled me to 
confidently say I took part in 
national research from which 
the views of individuals, who 
have the power, can make a 
difference can change.

“It was an interesting insight  
into the experience of a child  
in a reception class and I was  
happy to be contributing to 
such eye-opening research. 
I would welcome more 
opportunities to be involved  
in further research projects  
as I feel this is a key element  
of teaching.”

“I love to observe children’s 
independent play; to sit back  
and watch them imaginatively 
create their own worlds with  
no interruptions from adults.  
It helped remind me why I love 
working with children so much.”

ollowing required ethical 
protocols, the students’ 
partnership settings were 

asked if they wanted to take part and 
several signed up. Our students then 
tracked individual children’s activities 
throughout the course of a morning; 
Professor Moyles described the 
quality of our students’ observations 
as ‘excellent’. The study’s outcomes 
indicated the importance of well 
trained reception teachers who 
understand the relationship between 
effective play and learning: key  

Some of our BA (Hons) Early Years Education (QTS) students volunteered as research 
assistants for a national study focused on ‘The Early Years Foundation Stage through  
the Daily Experiences of Children’. The project was commissioned in 2011 by TACTYC  
(the Association for the Professional Development of Early Years Educators) and was directed  
by Professor Janet Moyles with Maulfry Worthington, both of whom are highly regarded  
early years experts. 

F
aims of our BA (Hons) Early Years 
Education (QTS) programme.  
Over the past year, the study 
findings have provided an evidence 
base for TACTYC’s discussions  
with government regarding the 
development of the revised EYFS, 
due in settings from September 2012, 
as well as the Nutbrown Review on 
early education and childcare 
qualifications. You can read more 
about this research at www.tactyc.
org.uk/occasional-papers.asp 
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